
Travel Information for Spain 
 

A. Transportation Information 
International Airports are located in Pamplona, Madrid, Barcelona, Málaga, and Santiago de Compostela. Both 
Madrid and Barcelona are great cities to spend time in before or after your tour. For price and logistical 
convenience, we recommend flying into Madrid. When your international flight arrives in Madrid, Barcelona, or 
Málaga be aware if you have a domestic connection that domestic flights may leave from a different part of the 
airport than international flights. Just ask at airport information. 
 
The general airport website www.aena.es has a great section detailing how to access any Spanish airport by 
taxi, train or metro. They have an English version of this site if you just click on English in the upper right hand 
corner of the home page. 
 
Air Travel within Europe and Spain 
 

European carriers such as Alitalia, British Airways, Sabena, and Lufthansa service several cities in 
Spain. It is also possible to fly into small airports from other European cities as well as from Pamplona, 
Santiago de Compostela, Málaga, Jerez de la Frontera, Sevilla, Madrid and Barcelona. 

 
Try the following national airlines: 

 Iberia Airlines - Tel: 800-772-4642 www.iberia.com (inglés=English) 

 AirEuropa Airlines http://www.air-europa.com 
 

There are also many low cost airlines that fly in and out of Spain, see the list below. Remember these 
airlines have restrictions on luggage and may also have other “quirky” policies, but are at times great 
options for one way flights to and from smaller cities in Spain. 

 Vueling http://www.vueling.com  

 RyanAir http://www.ryanair.com  

 EasyJet http://www.easyjet.com  
 
Madrid: Name and airport code: Aeropuerto de Barajas (MAD) Website: www.madrid-mad.com. Most 
international flights arrive at Barajas International Airport in Madrid. If you have a connection on a domestic 
flight, you may have to go through customs in Madrid, pick up your luggage and check-in again. Barajas is 
connected to downtown Madrid by the Metro and Taxis. If you are spending extra nights in Madrid, we 
recommend you travel to and from the Madrid airport by metro – it is quick and cost less than a taxi. One 
drawback, you will need to change metro lines with your luggage. 
 
To and From the Airport 
 

By Metro: The airport Metro station is in Terminal 2, and trains run daily from 6:00 am to 1:15 am. The 
Purple Metro line 8 connects you to the Nuevos Ministerios metro station in about 20 minutes. From 
there, you can catch lines to take you to other major metro hubs or train stations such as Atocha (see 
train information below for details on train travel). The Metro-Madrid website has a great pdf map of the 
metro system: www.metromadrid.es/en/index.html.  
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By Taxi: A taxi from the airport to the major train stations of Chamartìn and Atocha cost about € 40 - 
€50 and takes between 30 and 40 minutes depending on traffic. 

 
Barcelona: Name and airport code: Barcelona Airport (BCN) located 12km southwest of Barcelona 
Website: www.barcelona-airport.com/menueng.htm. Not many trans-Atlantic flights fly into Barcelona, but if 
you are connecting from another European country sometimes this is the best way to land in Spain. Trains 
depart from the airport train station every 30 minutes for downtown Barcelona. There is also bus shuttle from 
the airport to downtown (details below). 
 
To and From the Airport 
 

By Train: The RENFE Cercanias station is connected to the airport passenger terminal between 
Terminals A and B. The RENFE Mataro train line runs every 30 minutes that takes you to the central 
train station (Sants Estació) or to the Plaza de Catalunya station. 

 
By Bus: A bus (aerobus, L46) departs every 15 minutes from the front of Terminals A, B, and C for 
Plaza Catalunya at one end of Las Ramblas. Cost is approximately 1.5€. From there, take a cab or 
walk to your hotel (if you are staying in town), or catch your train connection to the tour starting point. 

 
By Taxi: Taxis are available outside the terminals. Cost is approximately 25€ from Terminal 2 and 30€ 
from Terminal 1. 

 
Malaga: Name and airport code: Malaga Airport (AGP) is located 8km to the southwest of Malaga. 
Website: www.madrid-mad.com.  
 
To and From the Airport 
 

By Train: A train (cercanía) departs from Terminal 2 to the central train station in town for about € 2 - € 
3. 

 
By Bus: Bus service departs every 30 minutes from Terminal 1 and 2 to the downtown bus station for 
about € 2 - € 3. 

   
By Taxi: Taxis are available outside Terminal 1 and 2. The cost will vary depending upon the time of 
day and traffic. 

 
Train Transportation Information 
 
Seville’s high-speed AVE trains depart from Atocha train station in Madrid and require a reservation. It is not 
possible to just “hop” on to the next train heading your direction.  If you miss your train, you will need to 
exchange your reservation. On the other hand, regional and local trains do not require a reservation and tickets 
are easy to buy at the train station before departure.  If you miss this type of train, all you need to do is catch 
the next departure. These trains are mainly second class. 
 

Purchasing Train Tickets in Advance 
 
You do not have to purchase train tickets in advance, especially if they are for post-tour travel plans 
(your tour leaders can help you with those). However, if you do decide to make your arrangements 
ahead of time, we suggest using the following companies: 

 

 Rail Europe: Website: www.raileurope.com/index.html. The website lists all possible destinations, 
prices, and schedules. You may not be able to buy tickets to some small towns, but all major cities 
are listed. 

 Spanish National Trains: Website: http://www.renfe.es. Use Renfe’s website to coordinate the 
train schedule with flights, or to buy tickets. 
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Other Types of Transportation 
 

Taxis: Taxis can easily be found outside airports and train stations. It is good practice to ask for an 
approximate fare before the ride and pay meter start. Keep in mind that the cost may vary depending 
on traffic in the city. Note that taxis from airports in Barcelona and Madrid add extra for luggage. 

 
Rental Car: If you decide to rent a car, we suggest arranging this from the U.S. - it’s cheaper. Be sure 
to find out the exact address of the location to pick up your rental car, (preferably at your arrival airport). 

 
Bus: ALSA Buses. www.alsa.es. Bus travel in Spain is more comprehensive and at times easier than 
train travel. You can buy tickets at bus stations, which are usually connected to metro or train stations, 
at airports, or online at the company website. 

 
Metro: Madrid’s Metro www.metromadrid.es/en/index.html. The metro system is very user friendly and 
efficient; its website gives detailed maps and information. Metros run from 6:05am – 2am, and a basic, 
one-way ticket costs € 1.50-2€. From the airport it can cost up to € 3. 

 
Barcelona’s Metro: www.tmb.cat. The metro system is very user friendly and efficient; its website 
gives detailed maps and information. Metros run from 5.00am – 002am, and a basic, one-way ticket 
costs € 1.50-2€. From the airport it can cost up to € 3. 
 

B. Language Tips 
How to Say Vowels in Spanish 

 a “ah” 

 e “(s)ay” 

 i “ (m)e” o “oh” 

 u “ooo” 

  
Simple Phrases 

 Buenos Dias: good morning/good day used from 8am – 2pm. 

 Buenas Tardes good evening/afternoon used in the afternoon (after 2pm - 3pm.) 

 Gracias – Thank You They may reply: De Nada It’s nothing, you’re welcome. 

 Donde está? - Where is? 

 Cuanto cuesta? – How much does this cost? 

 Que Quieres Tomar? - What would you like to drink (the word “tomar” means “to take”, but they use it 
for food and drink in many different Spanish speaking countries) 

 Una cerveza por favor – a beer, please 
 

C. How to Dial Telephone Numbers 
The International Access Code (IAC) for the US and Canada is 011 and Spain it’s 00 
The Country Code (CC) Spain is 34 and for the US and Canada it’s 1 
 
To call Spain from the US or Canada, dial IAC + CC + LN. 
Example: The local telephone number of the Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao, Spain is 94- 435-90-00. The 
number could also be listed as +34-94-435-90-00. In both cases, you would dial 011-34-94-435-90-00. 
 
To call the US or Canada from Spain, dial IAC + CC + LN. 
Example: The local telephone number of the ExperiencePlus! headquarters in Colorado is 970-484-8489. You 
would dial 00-1-970-484-8489. 
 
To call Spain from another European country, dial IAC + CC + LN. 
Example: The local telephone number of the Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao, Spain is 94- 435-90-00.  You 
would dial 00-34-94-435-90-00. 
 
To call Spain from within Spain, dial LN 
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Example: The local telephone number of the Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao, Spain is 94- 435-90-00. You 
would dial 94-435-90-00. Unlike the US there is no need to differentiate local and long distance by dialing a 1. 
 

D. Eating and Drinking, and the Weather 
Spanish hotel breakfasts (desayuno) are usually continental breakfasts – a roll with jam, butter and coffee. We 
ask all of our hotels to supplement our breakfasts on tour with cereal, yogurt and cold-cuts. When you are out 
on your own you can stop by any bar to have tea (té) and coffee (café) and have a toast “tostada” or you can 
get extra breakfast supplies at the grocery store. 
 
Coffee comes with various amounts of milk. To order an espresso-style coffee, ask for café solo. For espresso 
with steamed milk, ask for café con leche. Cappuccino does not really exist in Spain, although some bars will 
give you café solo with whipped cream on top. If you’d like a smaller, more potent shot of café con leche, ask 
for cortado a café solo “cut” with a small amount of milk. If you prefer your coffee less potent, ask for café 
americano. 
 
Bars may also have chocolate, which is a very thick hot chocolate eaten for breakfast with churros (fried 
doughnut sticks). Bars also offer sweet pastries and often small sandwiches. Buy fresh bread, pizza or stuffed 
croissants at a bakery or bread shop (pastelería or panadería). Fresh-squeezed orange juice is also available. 
Also common for breakfast or mid-morning snack is the Spanish tortilla (potato omelette). A pincho (slice) of 
tortilla and a café con leche with a glass of orange juice is a great mid-morning snack. 
 
For a quick lunch (almuerzo) on the road, most bars have ready-made sandwiches. You can also get chips, ice 
cream and something to drink. An alternative is to have the delicatessen in a grocery store make you a 
sandwich. If they are not too busy they will gladly make a sandwich with cheese or ham. Jamón york is the 
style of ham Americans are used to, while jamón serrano is more similar to prosciutto. The other option of 
course, is to buy your own supplies for a picnic lunch (bread, a hunk of cheese, some tomatoes, olives, fruit, 
etc.). 
 
If you seek a more traditional Spanish lunch (comida), look at any restaurant window’s daily menú for a lunch 
that sounds good. A menú lets you choose between several options for your primero (first course of soup, 
salad, pasta, or vegetables), your segundo (entrée of meat or fish) and dessert. The price includes bread and 
either wine or water. Coffee may be included in the price, and can usually be substituted for dessert as well. 
Typically, a menú costs around € 9 - € 15 per plate and is the most economical and typical way to eat. 
Although often a filling meal, options usually allow lighter choices that won’t weigh you down the rest of the 
day. Restaurants serve this meal from 1 – 4 pm. 
 
Meat and seafood are a focus of most meals in Spain, but Vegetarians have many options of pasta, rice, 
revueltos (scrambled-egg dishes) and legumes. 
 
For snacks along the way, bars or grocery stores can offer helado (ice cream), coffee, pastries, chips, fruit, 
juice and water. 
 

E. Hotel Recommendations  
Barcelona 
Hotel NH Calderón (www.nh-hotels.com)  
Rambla Catalunya, 26, 08007 Barcelona  
 
Hotel Suizo (www.gargallo-hotels.com/suizo/index.html) 
Placa de l’Angel, 12 
 
Hotel España (www.hotelespanya.com)  
Carrer Sant Pau, 9-11  
 
Hostal Residencia Paseo de Gracia (http://www.casagraciabcn.com/) 
Paseo de Gracia, 102 2º 
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Bilbao 
Best Western Hotel Conde Duque (www.bestwesternhotelcondeduque.com)  
(Located near the Guggenheim Museum)  
 
Hesperia Bilbao (www.hesperia.com/) 
Campo Volantin, 28  
(Located near the Guggenheim Museum) 
 
Tryp Bilbao Arenal (www.solmelia.com/hotels/spain/bilbao/home.htm)  
C/ Los Fueros, 2  
(Located in the historic center) 
 
Hotel Carlton (www.hotelcarlton.es/en.php) 
Plaza Federico Moyua, 2  
 
Figueres 
Hotel Plaza Inn (https://plazainn.es/) 
Calle Pujada del Castell, nº 14 17600 Figueres  
 
Hotel Duran (www.hotelduran.com)  
Lasauca, 5, 17600 Figueres  
  
Girona 
Hotel Nord 1901 (http://www.nord1901.com/EN/hotel.html) 
Nord Street, 7-9, 17001, Girona Catalunya info@nord1901.com 
(Located in historical center) 
 
Hotel Peninsular Avda (www.hotel-peninsular.com/)  
Sant Francesc 6, 17001 Girona 
 
Granada 
Hotel Hesperia Granada (www.hesperia-granada.com)  
Pza Cambao s/n, 18009 Granada  
 
Jerez de la Frontera  
Hotel Doña Blanca (www.hoteldonablanca.com)  
C/Bodega, 11, 11402 Jerez de la Frontera (Cadiz)  
 
Leon 
Hotel Paris (www.miradordebelvis.com) 
C/Ancha 18 
 
NH Plaza Mayor (www.nh-hotels.com) 
Plaza Mayor 15 -17 Leon, Spain  
 
Madrid 
Hotel Lope de Vega (www.hotellopedevega.com)  
C/ Lope de Vega 49  
(Located near the Prado Museum)  
 
Hotel Regina Madrid (www.hotelreginamadrid.com) 
Calle Alcala 19  
 
Hotel Liabeny (www.liabeny.es/)  
C/ Salud, 3  
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Hotel Moderno (www.hotel-moderno.com)  
C/ Arenal, 2 
 
Hostal Persal (www.hostalpersal.com)  
Plaza del Angel, 12 
 
Tryp Gran Vía (www.solmelia.com)  
C/ Gran Vía, 25  
 
Malaga 
Hotel Los Naranjos (www.hotel-losnaranjos.com/malagahotel)  
Paseo de Sancha, 35 
 
Hotel Sur (www.hotel-sur.com) 
Trinidad Grund 13, 29001  
 
Pamplona  
Hotel Leyre (www.hotel-leyre.com)  
C/Leyre, 7 
 
Hotel Maisonnave (www.hotelmaisonnave.es)  
C/ Nueva, 20 
 
Hotel Albret (www.hotelalbret.net)  
C/Ermitagaña, 3, 31008 Pamplona  
 
Ronda 
Parador Ronda  (www.spainparador.com) 
 
Hotel Enfrente Arte (www.enfrentearte.com)  
Calle Real 42  
 
Santiago de Compostela 
Virxe da Cerca (www.pousadasdecompostela.com/virxedacerca/)  
C/Virxe da Cerca, 27, Santiago de Compostela (Coruña)  
 
Hotel Miradoiro de Belvis (www.miradordebelvis.com)  
Rúa das Trompas, 5 (15703), Santiago de Compostela (Coruña)  
  
Hotel Hesperia Compostela (www.hesperia-compostela.com/)  
C/ Horreo, 1 
 
Hotel Avenida (www.hotelesavenida.com) 
Fuente de San Antonio, 4 Santiago de Compostela  
 
San Sebastion 
Hotel Niza (www.hotelniza.com) 
c\Zubieta 56 20007  
(On the main beach) 
 
Seville 
Hotel Becquer (www.hotelbecquer.com)  
C/Reyes Catolicos, 4, 41001 Seville  
 
Ubeda 
Hotel Maria de Molina (www.hotel-maria-de-molina)  
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Plaza del Ayuntamiento s/n, 23400 Ubeda (Jaen)  
 

F. Reading and Movie List  
Literature on Spain & Spanish History 

 Iberia by James Michener. A lengthy, delightful, and essential reading on Spain. 

 The Story of Spain by Mark Williams. A good readable overall history of Spain. 

 Muslim Spain and Portugal: A Political History of al-Andalus by Hugh Kennedy. An overview of eight 
centuries of history. (Addison-Wesley, 1997) 

 The Basque History of the World by Mark Kurlansky. A fascinating look at one of the most ancient cultures 
in Europe. (Penguin, 1999) 

 The Ornament of the World: How Muslims, Jews and Christians Created a Culture of Tolerance in 
Medieval Spain by Maria Rosa Menocal. A look at how three cultures, Judaic, Islamic and Christian formed 
a relatively stable co-existence from 786-1492. (Back Bay Books, 2003) 

 The Last Jew by Noah Gordon. Fascinating fiction set in 1492 Spain. (St. Martin’s Press, 2000) 

 The Quest for El Cid by Richard Fletcher. A provocative study of Rodrigo Díaz de Vivar, El Cid, the 11th 
century warrior-knight converted to national hero. (Oxford Press, 1991) 

 The Portable Cervante by Miguel de Cervantes. Various translations in paperback including an abridged 
version of Don Quixote de la Mancha and others. 

 Jews of Spain: A History of the Sephardic Experience by Jane S. Gerber. Follows the paths of Sephardic 
Jews from pre-1492 to today. (Free Press, 1994) 

 Peace in War by Miguel de Unamuno. A novel of the Carlist War in Bilbao region (Basque country). 

 Ernest Hemingway, For Whom the Bell Tolls or any of his many works about Spain. 

 The Frozen Heart by Almudena Grandes perhaps is 'the' modern Spanish novel. It chronicles the lives of 
two families from the start of the Spanish Civil War to 2005: their loves, their losses and their victories, the 
choices they make. 

 The Wind from the East: A Novel by Almudena Grandes is another strong work by the celebrated author 
that tells two stories set in Madrid and Andalucia. 

 An Englishman in Madrid (2010) The plot centers on a British art expert who visits Spain in the increasingly 
chaotic days before war and discovers a canvas which appears to be a previously unknown Velazquez 
painting of incalculable value. 

 Ghosts of Spain: Travels Through a Country's Hidden Past by Giles Tremlett (2007). Written by the 
Guardian’s Madrid correspondent, he provides an outsider’s observation of Spain past and present. 

 The Shadow of the Wind (Spanish: La sombra del viento) is a 2001 novel by Spanish writer Carlos Ruiz 
Zafón, and a worldwide bestseller. The book was translated into English in 2004 by Lucia Graves and sold 
over a million copies in the UK after already achieving success on mainland Europe, topping the Spanish 
bestseller lists for weeks. It was published in the United States by Penguin Books and in Great Britain by 
Weidenfeld & Nicolson and by Orion Books. It is believed to have sold 15 million copies worldwide, making 
it one of the best-selling books of all time. (see other books from same writer) 

 Soldiers of Salamis (Spanish: Soldados de Salamina) is a novel about the Spanish Civil War published in 
2001 by Spanish author Javier Cercas. The book was acclaimed by critics in Spain and was top of the 
best- seller book list there for many months. A film adaptation Soldados de Salamina was released in 2003. 
The English translation by Anne McLean won the Independent Foreign Fiction Prize for 2004. 

 Driving over Lemons: An Optimist in Andalucía by Chris Stewart. A family’s account of buying a home and 
surviving in the Andalusian countryside. (Vintage, 2001) 

 The City of Marvels by Eduardo Mendoza is an international best-seller that that follows a young boy as he 
travels to Barcelona in the late 1800’s. It is both a tale of the young protagonist and the growth of 
Barcelona as it develops for the 1 929 World’s Fair. 

 No Word from Gurb by Eduardo Mendoza is a short and funny book written by one of Spain’s most 
important contemporary writers. It is a tale of two aliens that land in Barcelona for research. 

 Homage to Catalonia by George Orwell. A compelling read about the author’s travels to Spain in 1936 to 
report on the civil war. 

 What's up with Catalonia?: The causes which impel them to the separation by Liz Castro (2013) takes a 
look at the Catalans’ aspirations for sovereignty. 

 Catalonia - A Cultural History by Michael Eaude is an in-depth look at the region. 



 Following the Sun: A Bicycle Pilgrimage From Andalusia to the Hebrides by John Hanson Mitchell. As a 
self-proclaimed sun worshipper the author shares his travel journey tales from Spain to Scotland on his old 
Peugot. His story is filled with history, archeology, lore, and the study of ancient sun worshipping cultures 
and his conversations with locals along the way. It includes an interesting discussion of the Camino de 
Santiago. 

 Spain…A Culinary Road Trip by Mario Bartali (2008). Savor the food and sights as award-winning author 
and Chef Mario Bartali and Gwyneth Paltrow and friends take a road trip in Spain. 

 Tapas: The Little Dishes of Spain by Penelope Cavas evokes a cultural insight to Spain with recipes for 
tapas. 

 
Literature on Barcelona 

 The Thief's Journal (1949) Jean Genet's existential novel 

 The Palace (1962 by) by Nobel prize-winner Claude Simon 

 The Margin by André Pieyre de Mandiargues (1967), which was made into a film. 
 
Literature on the Camino de Santiago 

 The Pilgrimage Road to Santiago: The Complete Cultural Handbook by David M. Gitlitz. (St. Martin’s 
Griffin, 2000). 

 Pilgrim Stories: On and Off the Road to Santiago by Nancy Louise Frey. Looks at the modern pilgrim 
experience both during and after the event. 

 Road of Stars to Santiago by Edward F. Stanton. A recap of the author’s experiences of walking the 
Camino. 

 The Way of St. James by T.A. Layton. Explores the historical and modern-day pilgrim experience. 

 The Road to Santiago, Pilgrims of St. James by Walter Starkie (currently out of print – look for it at your 
library or through your favorite used bookstore). (London: John Murray, 1957) 

 The Pilgrimage to Santiago by Edwin Mullins. (first published in 1974 and recently reprinted by Interlink 
books in 2001: www.interlinkbooks.com). 

 Off the Road – A Modern Day Walk Down the Pilgrim’s Route into Spain by Jack Hitt. (Aurum Press, 
London, 1994). A great account of a personal odyssey walking the Camino. This one reads well and is 
entertaining and educational as well. 

 The Pilgrimage by Paulo Coelho. A fantastical story of self-discovery and the Camino. 

 Journey: A Novel of Pilgrimage and Spiritual Quest by Elyn Aviva, Ph.D. For more information visit 
www.pilgrimsprocess.com. 

 Walking home: A Pilgrimage from Humbled to Healed by Sonia Choquette. Walk along with the author and 
get a feel for the towns, route and arduous undertaking as she makes her spiritual pilgrimage over the 
Pyrenees and across northern Spain. 

 
Movies About or Set in Spain That We Have Enjoyed 

 El Cid, featuring Charlton Heston and Sophia Loren. This 1961 epic directed by Anthony Mann is the story 
of a legendary 11th-century warrior who drove the Moors from Spain. This great adventure was shot on 
location in Spain. 

 Spanish film-maker Pedro Almodóvar won an Academy Award for the film All About My Mother. He has 
also directed many other avant garde films set in post-Franco Spain. 

 South From Granada follows the life of English writer Gerald Brenan, who, as this story has it, fell for his 
idealized vision of a local girl and her rural town on the outskirts of Granada. 

 L’Auberge Espagnole a great movie about university student life and young folks living in a European union 
where it is easy to cross borders but not always easy to communicate! Based in Barcelona and includes 
Audrey Tautou (from Amelie). Directed by Cedric Klapisch. 

 Vicky Cristina Barcelona (2008). Rebecca Hall, Scarlett Johansson, Javier Bardem and Penelope Cruz star 
in this Woody Allen movie. 

 When the Moors Ruled in Europe. (2008) A documentary of the Moors 700 reign in Spain featuring 
historian Bettany Hughes starting with the Moors conquest of the Visigoths and ending with the conquest of 
the Moors by the Catholic Monarchy of Isabella and Ferdinand. 
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 The Way (2010). Starring real-life father and son Martin Sheen and Emilio Estavez, a father originally 
planning to fly to France to retrieve his son’s ashes finds himself walking the Camino de Santiago (the Way 
of St James) pilgrimage route to pay homage to his son who died while walking the route. 

 Welcome Mr. Marshall! (Spanish: ¡Bienvenido, Mister Marshall!) is a 1953 Spanish comedy film directed by 
Luis García Berlanga and considered one of the masterpieces of Spanish cinema. It tells the story of a 
small Spanish town, Villar del Río, which hears of the visit of American diplomats and begins preparations 
to impress the American visitors in the hopes of benefitting under the Marshall Plan. 

 Amanece, que no es poco is a 1989 Spanish comedy film directed by José Luis Cuerda. (+ subs) 
 

Internet 
There are many websites out there with tourist information about Spain. Most are designed to help you find 
hotels or rent villas, but several have good general information on Spain. 

 www.santiagoturismo.com  

 www.andalucia.com  

 www.humnet.ucla.edu/santiago/iagohome.html  

 http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/countries/spain-guide/  
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