
Travel Information for Poland – Slovakia - Hungary 
 

A. Transportation Information 
Krakow, Poland: Name and airport code: Krakow-Balice (John Paul II) International Airport (KRK) 
Website: www.lotnisko-balice.pl/. The airport is approximately 10 miles away from the city center of Krakow. If 
you are interested in traveling around Poland before the tour start, you can view all of Poland’s airports at 
www.polish-airports.com. For detailed information on Krakow, visit www.cracow-life.com/. 
 
Using Public Transportation in Krakow 
 
Krakow offers a network of trams and buses.  Buy your tickets (PLN 2.50 for adults) from any of the small 
kiosks that are dotted around the town. All journeys cost the same, irrespective of distance. Jump aboard the 
bus or tram and punch your little ticket in one of the little orange boxes. Keep the stamped stub for the not 
infrequent checks by plain-clothes inspectors. 
 
To and From the Airport 
 

By Bus: MPK bus service www.mpk.krakow.pl (in Polish only) provides frequent service from the 
airport to the city center. The bus stop is located on your right upon exiting the airport. Tickets are 
available either from the ticket machine on the 292 bus (PLN 3.00) or in RELAY press salon. You can 
also buy a ticket from a bus driver for PLN 3.50. If you have any baggage larger than a backpack, you'll 
be expected to purchase an additional ticket. Stamp your tickets immediately after boarding to avoid 
fines. 

 
The 292 service runs approximately every 20 minutes between 4:45 am and approximately 11pm and 
will take you to Dworzec Glowny (pronounced dvo- zsets gwoov-nih), yet often referred to as Krakow 
Glowny, the main bus/train station is a mere 5-minute walk from Rynek Market Square, the main 
square in Krakow. An alternative 208 service runs slightly less frequently and services the Nowy 
Kleparz district. These bus lines are not exclusive airport services and normally are filled with 
commuters by about the halfway point of the journey. Journey time is 25 - 35 minutes. From midnight to 
4 AM runs 902 night bus from Airport to Dworzec Główny. 

 
By Train: Service connecting the the Krakow airport with main bus/train station, Dworzec Glowny 
(pronounced dvo-zsets gwoov-nih), yet often referred to as Krakow Glowny runs approximately every 
half hour from 4am until midnight. Tickets are available on board for PLN 8 or from a machine in the 
main terminal building near the information desk for PLN 4. The platform is approximately 200 meters 
from the passenger terminal, though a free shuttle bus is on hand for the weary traveler. Journey time 
is approximately 15 minutes. 

 
By Taxi: RADIO TAXI 9191 offers transfers from Krakow airport to the center of Krakow for less than 
70 PLN.  Their telephone number is +48 12 19191 when using a mobile phone and +48 800 19 19 19 
when using a public phone. 

 
Budapest, Hungary: Name and airport code: Budapest Ferihegy Airport (BUD) Website: www.bud.hu/english. 
The Budapest Airport is serviced by major airlines such as Lufthansa and British Airways, as well as many low- 
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cost carriers such as EasyJet and RyanAir. It is well-connected to downtown Budapest by public 
transportation, or easily reached by taxi. 
 
Using Public Transportation in Budapest 
 
BKV operates buses, trolleybuses, trams and underground trains in the Budapest. Tickets must be purchased 
in advance and validated for travel. The city also has a night bus service and a suburban railway (HEV). Day 
passes and season tickets are available. Web: www.bkv.hu/english/home/index.html. 
 
To and From the Airport 
 

By Bus: Bus 200 connects the Köbánya-Kispest metro terminal to the Budapest airport for HUF 260. 
 

By Train: Numerous daily trains connect the Budapest Airport from the Western Railway Station in 
Budapest to the Budapest airport. The trip takes about ½ hour and costs HUF 300. 

 
By Taxi: Taxis can be called from hotels or hailed from one of the taxi stands. It should cost about HUF 
3,800 – HUF 5,100 to get from downtown Budapest to the airport. 

 
Sightseeing in Budapest 
 
The Budapest Card (Kártya) provides unlimited travel on public transport, free entry to 60 museums and 
discounts on everything from sightseeing tours to restaurant meals. Cards come in two or three day versions 
(HUF 5200 and HUF 6500 respectively) and include a decent pocket sized brochure containing maps of Buda, 
Pest and the metro system. For travelers using Budapest Airport's minibus or car rental service, the card 
remains valid for an additional two days (you can also purchase the card at the minibus desk). Youngsters 
under 14 are automatically covered by adult cards. Widely available in hotels, museums and tourist information 
offices, ticket offices at larger metro stations also carry stocks. 
 
Train Transportation Information 
 

Poland Train Information: PKP Polish Railways. Web: www.pkp.com.pl (in Polish only) Web: 
www.rozklad.pkp.pl/bin/query.exe/en? 

 
Traveling by train is the most common form of travel in Poland and allows you to connect to many cities 
within the country. There are train stations in all major and many other cities around Poland. 

 
Polrailpass and Junior Polrailpass (for those under 26 years old) are similar to the Eurail Pass used in 
Western Europe and can be bought by foreigners for travel. If these are purchased, you can have 
unlimited travel on the trains for the number of days the pass was purchased for. 

 
The main rail station in Krakow is the Dworec Glowny (pronounced dvo-zsets gwoov-nih), yet often 
referred to as Krakow Glowny. 

 
Hungary Train Information: BKV Budapest Public Transportation. Web: 
www.bkv.hu/english/home/index.html 
 
You can travel to many cities within Hungary using the train system. Taking intercity trains is the fastest 
way to travel to/from Budapest from the following cities: Bekescsaba, Debrecen, Dombovar, Gyor, 
Gula, Hajduszoboszlo, Kaposvar, Kecskemet, Miskolc, Nyiregyhaza, Pecs, Sopron, Szeged, Szolnok, 
and Szombathely. 

 
In all Hungarian train stations a yellow board indicates departures (indul) and a white board shows 
arrivals (érkezik). Express trains are indicated in red, local trains in black. In some stations, large black-
and-white schedules are plastered all over the walls. To locate the table you need, first find the posted 
railway map of the country, which indexes the route numbers at the top of the schedules. 
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Eurail Passes may be purchased for travel in Hungary. 
 

Other Types of Transportation 
 

Buses in Poland: There may be some areas in Poland where you will be unable to take a train and 
you will need to take a bus. The most common bus line used is the Polski Express. Though somewhat 
slow, they are sometimes the only option and intercity traveling is best done in this manner. Buses 
usually run from 5:30am to 11:00pm. Purchase tickets at kiosks or ticket machines--you will punch 
these tickets yourself each time you board a different bus. Krakow offers a network of trams and buses. 
Buy your tickets (PLN 2.50 for adults) from any of the little kiosks that are dotted around the town. All 
journeys cost the same, irrespective of distance. Jump aboard the bus or tram and punch your ticket in 
one of the little orange boxes. Keep the stamped stub for the not infrequent checks by plain-clothes 
inspectors. 

 
Buses in Hungary: A suggested bus line is Volanbusz. Web: www.volanbusz.hu. There are three 
important bus stations in Budapest. Most buses to Western Europe as well as to Prague, Bratislava, 
Slovenia and Croatia leave from the international bus station at Erzsébet tér (metro: Deák tér). 
Volanbusz service links Budapest with major provincial towns. Hungary’s Volan buses are a good 
alternative to the trains, and bus fares are only slightly more expensive than comparable 2nd-class train 
fares. 

 
Taxis in Poland: The big trick of taking taxis in Krakow is to avoid hailing one from the street. You will 
pay 30 percent less if you order one by phone. We recommend the Taxi company: RADIO TAXI 919, 
telephone number is +48 12 19191 when using a mobile phone and +48 800 19 19 19 when using a 
public phone. Be sure to call the taxi from the station in the airport instead of hailing one from outside. 
We recommend not trying any other taxi company, even if you are approached by a driver. 

 
Taxis in Hungary: Taxis can easily be found outside airports and train stations. Before getting into a 
taxi, it’s a good idea to ask the driver roughly how much it will cost to get to your destination. Taxis are 
all supposed to have working meters and be able to issue a receipt. City Taxi and Fo Taxi have a 
reputation for trustworthiness. Taxi drivers will expect a tip from you at the end of the journey. Do not 
get into taxis that are unmarked and do not have yellow license plates (these taxis aren’t licensed or 
regulated). 

 
Rental Car in Poland and Hungary: If you decide to rent a car, we suggest arranging this from the 
U.S. – it’s cheaper. Be sure to find out the exact address of the location to pick up your rental car, 
(preferably at your arrival airport). It’s best to make these arrangements in advance and many of the 
rental car companies are the same ones found in the US (i.e. Avis, Hertz, and National) among others 
that are specifically European (Europcar, Joka, and Sixt). 

 

B. Language Tips 
Welcome! 

 Vitaj (welcome) to Poland 

 Vitajte (welcome) to Slovakia 

 Isten hozta (welcome) to Hungary 
 
Polish is a Western Slavic language and the closest similar languages are those of Poland's neighbors: Czech 
and Slovak. 

 Hello - Informal - Cześć (Tch-esh-ch) Formal - Dzień dobry (Jeyn Dob- ry) 

 Good-bye - Informal - pa (pah) Formal - Do zobaczenia (doh zoh- bah-chen-yah) 

 Good night - Dobranoc. (doh-brah-nots) 

 Tomorrow - wczoraj (f- chore-eye) 

 Please - Proszę (PROH- sheng) 

 Thank you - Dziękuję. (Jenkoo-yeng) 

 How are you? - Jak się masz? (Yahk sheng mah-sh) 
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 I am fine, thank you - Dziękuję, dobrze (Jenkoo-yeng dob-zhe) 

 Excuse me- Przepraszam. (psheh- prah-shahm) 

 Do you speak English? - Czy mówisz po angielsku? (chih moo- vish poh ahng-gyel- skoo?) 

 Where is the toilet? - Gdzie jest toaleta? (g-jeh yest twa-leta) 
 
Slovakian is an Indo- European language belonging to the West Slavic languages (together with Czech, 
Polish, Kashubian and Sorbian). Slovak is mutually intelligible with Czech. 

 Good morning - Dobre rano. DOH-brehh RAA- noh) 

 Good afternoon - Dobrý deň. (DOH-bree deñ) 

 Good evening - Dobrý večer. (DOH-bree VEH- chehr) 

 Good night - Dobrú noc. (DOH-broo nohts) 

 Good-bye - Do videnia. (doh VEE-deh-nee_ah) 

 Pleased to meet you - Teší ma. (TEH-shee mah) 

 Thank you - Ďakujem. (DAH-koo-yehm) 

 How are you? - Ako sa máte? (akoh sah MAA- teh?) 

 I am fine, thank you. - Ďakujem, dobre. (DAH- koo-yehm DOH-breh) 

 Can you help me, please? - Môžete mi prosĺm pomôct? (mwoh- ZHEH-teh mi PROH- seeem POH-
mwohtst) 

 Could I please use the telephone? - Môžem prosĺm použiť telefón? (MWOH-zhem PROH- seeem 
PWOH-zhee-tuh teh-LEH-fawn) 

 Where are the toilets? - Kde sú tu záchody?(deh soo too ZAA-khoh-di?) 

 What time is it? - Koľko je hodín? (KOH-ehl-koh yeh HOH-deeen) 
 
Hungarian belongs to the Finno-Ugric group of languages and is unlike any Germanic, Slavonic or Indo- 
European tongue. For instance, rather than using prepositions, such as "from", "to" etc. Hungarian relies on 
adding suffixes to words. 

 Good morning - Jó reggelt 

 Good day - Jó napot 

 Good evening - Jó estét 

 Goodbye – Viszontlátásra 

 Yes – Igen 

 No – Kérem 

 Thank you/No thank you - Köszönöm/Nem Köszönöm 

 Excuse me - Bocsánat! 

 Pleased to meet you – Orvendek 

 I understand/don't understand - Értem/Nem értem 

 Entrance – Bejárat 

 Exit – Kijárat 

 Open – Nyitva 

 Closed – Zárva 

 How much is it - Mennyibe kerül 

 That's all thank you - Köszönöm, mást nem kérek 

 Patisserie – Cukrászda 

 Cafe/Coffee House – Kávéház 

 Restaurant - Étterem/Vendéglő 

 Menu (Food) – Etlap 

 Menu (drinks) - Italap 

 Wine or drinks shop – Italbolt 

 Department Store – Áruház 

 Souvenir Shop - Ajándék Bolt 

 Foodshop/Supermarket – Csemegebolt 

 Laundry – Ruhatisztító 

 Travel Agency - Utazási iroda 

 Breakfast – Reggeli 



 Lunch – Ebéd 

 Dinner - Vacsora 

 Where is the (nearest)... Bus stop - Hol van a (legközelebbi) ..... Buszmegálló 

 Where is the (nearest)…Railway Station - Hol van a (legközelebbi) ..... Palyudvar 

 No entry/admittance - Tilos a bemenet 

 Police – Rendőrség 

 Ambulance – Mentők 

 Do you speak English (German / French)? - Beszél on angolul (németül/franciául)? 
 

C. How to Dial Telephone Numbers 
See specific country planners for more information about making phone calls.  
 

D. Eating and Drinking 
Poland 
Polish cuisine uses a fair variety of ingredients. It is rich in meat, especially pork, cabbage (for example in the 
dish bigos, a cabbage and meat  stew), and spices, as well as different kinds of noodles and dumplings, the 
most notable of which are the pierogi. 
 
A typical lunch (drugie śniadanie) is usually composed of at least three courses, starting with a soup, such as 
barszcz (beet) or żurek (sour rye meal mash), followed perhaps in a restaurant by an appetizer of salmon or 
herring (prepared in either cream, oil, or vinegar). Other popular appetizers are various meats, vegetables or 
fish in aspic (consommé). The main course may be the national dish, bigos (cabbage with pieces of meat, 
mostly pork) or kotlet schabowy (breaded pork cutlet). Meals often conclude with a dessert such as ice cream 
(lody), makowiec (poppy seed cake), or drożdżówka, a type of yeast cake. Other Polish specialties include 
chłodnik (a chilled beet or fruit soup for hot days), golonka (pork knuckles cooked with vegetables), kołduny 
(meat dumplings), zrazy (stuffed slices of beef), salceson and flaczki (tripe). Many dishes contain quark, (curd 
cheese). 
 
If you want to eat cheaply, you should visit a bar mleczny (milk-bar). Bar mleczny is a typically Polish kind of a 
fast food restaurant. It was invented by the communist authorities of Poland in mid-1960s as a means to offer 
cheap meals to people working in companies that had no official canteen. Its name originates from the fact that 
until late 1980s the meals served there were mostly dairy-made and vegetarian (especially during the martial 
law period of the beginning of the 1980s, when meat was rationed). The milk-bars are usually subsidized by 
the state. Eating there is a unique experience - it is not uncommon that you will encounter people from various 
social classes - students, businessmen, university professors, elderly people, sometimes even homeless, all 
eating side-by-side in a 1970s-like environment. Presumably, it is the quality of food at absolutely unbeatable 
price (veggie main courses starting from PLN 1.80) that attracts people. 
 
Most Poles drink carbonated water. Non-carbonated bottled water is generally widely available, called "woda 
niegazowana". Poland is known for its mineral waters. You can buy it in every shop, or try real mineral water 
with salts in "pavilions of water" (Pijalnia wód) in mountain resorts, where this water is produced. Note that 
drinking water with a meal is not a Polish tradition; you will almost always have to ask for water with your meal. 
 
Slovakia 
The traditional basic components of the Slovak diet have always been and still are milk, potatoes and cabbage. 
'Bryndzové halušky' is the Slovak national meal made with potato dumplings and a special kind of non- 
pasteurized fermented sheep cheese called 'bryndza'. They may serve pieces of fried meaty bacon on top of 
Bryndzové halušky. Apart from being very tasty and delicious, the bryndza is also extremely healthy. Some 
scientists suppose it can even prevent cancer and treat allergies. 
 
Smoked or fresh sheep cheese products are sold in different forms and shapes and Slovaks love them. They 
are sold at all food shops all over Slovakia. Soups are also very popular - kapustnica (made of cabbage), garlic 
soup (served in a bread bowl), a bean soup with a frankfurter, or beef or chicken consommé. 
 
Traditional desserts are pastries of risen dough filled with marmalade, curd, nuts or poppy seeds. 
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Hungary 
Contrary to widespread belief, Hungarian cooking isn't all gulyás (goulash) and heavily spiced paprika dishes, 
just in the same way as Italian isn't all pasta, and Indian isn’t all flavored with hot spices. Hungarian dishes 
have a distinctive, unmistakable character of their own, often rich with sour cream, onions, eggs, butter and 
wine. An abundance of good local produce, meat and fish make for dishes such as Halászlé (Fish soup), Sült 
libamájszelet (pan-fried goose liver), Almával töltött fácán (pheasant stuffed with apples), Szarvastokány erdei 
gombával (venison stew with wild mushrooms) and Fogasszelet bakonyi módra (fillet of pike-perch Bakony 
style). 
 
Vegetarians fair less well though with a Hungarian diet that's traditionally meat heavy, but vegetarian 
restaurants do exist. Most traditional restaurants will offer fried mushrooms (rántott gomba), Trappista sajt 
(Trappist cheese in breadcrumbs) or egg dishes. 
 

E. Hotel Recommendations  
Poland- Krakow 
Hotel Pollera (http://www.pollera.com.pl) 
ul. Szpitalna, 30 31-024 Kraków  
(Located in Old Town Square) 
 
Hotel Wielopole (www.wielopole.pl) 
ul. Wielopole 3, 31-072 Kraków  
(Located in Old Town Square) 
 
Metropolitan Boutique Hotel (www.hotelmetropolitan.pl/) 
Ul. Berka Joselewicz 19, 31-103 Krakow  
(Walking distance to Old Town Square) 
 
Hotel Columbus 
Starwisina 57, 31-038 Krakow 
 
Hungary - Budapest 
Hotel Unio (www.uniohotel.hu/)  
Dob str. 73, H-1077 Budapest  
 
Art'otel Budapest (www.artotels.com)  
Bem rakpart 16-19, 1077 Budapest Hungary  
 

F. Reading and Movie List  
Literature on Poland 

 The Polish Way: A Thousand-Year History of the Poles and Their Culture, by Adam Zamoyski, A synthesis 
of the wonderful history of Poland. 

 Polish Customs, Traditions, and Folklore, Sophie Hodorowicz Knab, A comprehensive resource about 
Polish customs for English speakers. 

 A Polish Son in the Motherland: An American’s Journey Home, A beautiful and humorous story about an 
American born man who traveled to and lived in the community where his grandparents had once lived, in 
Poland, before immigrating to the US. 

 Silent Places, by Jeff Gusky, A photographic journey and study of the remnant Jewish culture that once 
flourished before the Holocaust and World War II. He presents stirring images that will leave you silent. 
 

Literature by Polish Authors 

 The Author of Himself: The Life of Marcel Reich-Ranicki, by Marcel Reich-Raniki, In a beautifully written 
autobiography this Polish author describes his childhood, youth, and adulthood through an examination of 
the experiences he lived from WWII, to the Polish Secret Service, to his beginnings as a book reviewer and 
finally famous author. 
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 The Glass Mountain: Twenty-Eight Ancient Polish Folktales and Fables, by W.S. Kuniczak and Pat 
Bargielski, These are truly ancient traditional Polish tales that have the childhood feeling of fairy tales. An 
enjoyable read for readers of all ages. 

 Solaris, by Stanislaw Lem, This was the first book published in the US by Lem. Lem has written multiple 
books and is known for his science fiction, philosophical, and satirical writing. Check out other books 
written by him as well. 

 The Heart of Darkness, by Joseph Conrad, This classic comes alive by the wonderful and multi-faceted 
writing style of Conrad. Although Conrad is British, he was born and raised in Poland. 
 

Movies About or Set in Poland That We Have Enjoyed 

 Just Beyond This Forest, A heartfelt story of how an Aryan washerwoman becomes the unlikely protector 
of a young Jewish child during WWII. 

 Johnny Aquarius, A funny fable of a man who finds that he can perform miracles such as healing the sick 
and bringing the rain. This is the story of the adventure he has when he leaves his pregnant wife to perform 
miracles around the Polish countryside. 

 Enigma Secret, The story of how three brilliant Polish mathematicians broke the Nazi secret coding 
machine, Enigma, and the consequences this heroic act had. 

 Man of the Tracks (1956). An Anti-Stallinist film about the investigation of a death (murder or suicide) of a 
train engineer. 

 Schindler’s List (1993). Directed by Steven Spielberg, the movie is based on a true story of businessman 
Oskar Schindler and his humanitarian act to turn his factory into a refuge for Jews and saving them from 
the Auschwitz concentration camp. 

 Deserter’s Gold (1998). A caper comedy that takes place at the start of WWII. The Polish Underground 
needs money to pay for a shipment of weapons and learns about gold that is being stashed in an ex-Polish 
Bank by the Nazi’s. 

 Desire for Love (2002). A historical drama about the relationship of composer/ musician Fryderyk Chopin 
and author Aurore Dupin. The soundtrack includes Chopin’s own music. 

 The Pianist (2002), a Roman Polanski film about a Polish Jewish musician as he struggles to survive the 
Ghetto of Warsaw during WWII. 

 Just Love Me (2006). A romantic comedy set in contemporary Warsaw about a young male architect and 
two women that have caught his eye. 

 Katyn (2007). While fleeing from the Germans, a group of Polish officers and soldiers are captured by the 
Soviet Army. Informed by the Soviets that the men were massacred in the Katyn Forest by the Germans, 
the truth comes out by way of an officer’s diary that men were actually murdered by the Soviet Secret 
Police. 
 

Literature on Slovakia 

 Letters from Slovakia, by David James, A humorous look at what life is like for an Englishman living in 
Slovakia. 

 Images Gone With Time: Photographic Reflections of Slovak Folk Life (1950-1965), by Igor Grossmann, a 
portrait of the everyday life of the Slovak village in the middle of our century. 

 Out of This Furnace, by Thomas Bell, this book vividly tells the story of Slovak immigrants and their 
children who lived, toiled, and died in America's mill towns. 

 Danube by Italian scholar, Claudio Magris. Sometimes ponderous, in the style of Italian writers, it is worth a 
read before you depart. 
 

Literature by Slovak Authors 

 The Demon of Conformity, by Dominik Tatarka. The fantastic story of a writer revealing the evil side of the 
socialist society and the “demonic“character of post-Stalin era in former Czechoslovakia. 

 Traditional Slovak Folktales, by Pavol Dobšinský. For those who want to know more about the world of 
magic and the fight between good and evil preserved from generation to generation in the villages of the 
Carpathian Mountains. 
 

Movies About or Set in Slovakia That We Have Enjoyed 



 The Shop on Main Street - A haunting work about the intersecting of the political and personal, developed 
through the strange yet touching relationship of an elderly Jewish shop owner and a passive carpenter 
whom the Nazis appoint as her "Aryan controller." Winner of the 1966 Academy Award for the Best Foreign 
Film. 

 Landscape - The microcosm of the small village is invaded by war, Fascists and Communists alternate at 
the rule, new forces destroy slowly the traditional way of life. Slowly, the series of short human stories 
connect together to make what we may call magic history. 
 

Literature on Hungary 

 The Spirit of Hungary: A Panorama of Hungarian History and Culture, by Stephen Sisa. Sisa succeeds in 
producing a comprehensive history of various aspects of Hungarian culture and art, while illuminating the 
spirit that is Hungary. 

 The Hungarians: A Thousand Years of Victory in Defeat, by Paul Lendvai and Ann Major. This is an 
extremely informative and easily readable history of a little known people, culture, and country. This would 
be a great book to brush up on Hungary before your trip. 

 Strictly From Hungary, Ladislas Farago and John Farago, a humorous account of the talented people, from 
wonderful artists to spectacular con-artists and charlatans, that have hailed from Hungary. 

 Danube by Italian scholar, Claudio Magris. Sometimes ponderous, in the style of Italian writers, it is worth a 
read before you depart. 
 

Literature by Hungarian Authors 

 Journey by Moonlight, by Antel Szerb, An exciting and beautifully written/translated story of a young man 
haunted by his past while he flees employment in his father’s factory and endures the disastrous start to his 
marriage. Szerb has been hailed as one of the master novelists of the 20th century, check out his other 
books, specifically, The Pendragon Legend. 

 Kaddish for an Unborn Child, by Imre Kertesz. This eloquent yet tragic story tells about a Jewish writer in 
Hungary who is haunted by his decision to not bring a child into the world of the Hungarian Holocaust. It is 
an interesting meditation on the Holocaust, and although painful at times, it brings anyone who reads it into 
a contemplative mood. 

 Memoir of Hungary, 1944-1948, by Marai Sandor. This is a humorous and astute memoir by exiled novelist 
Marai Sandor. He clearly and scathingly enlightens the reader to the life of a Hungarian in the years 
between the Nazi attacks and the solidification of communism in the society. 

 The Adventures of Sinbad, by Gyula Krudy. If you’re looking for a fun, Hungary-based novel, on the lighter 
side of reading, this should be your choice. 
 

Movies About or Set in Hungary That We Have Enjoyed 

 The Porcelain Doll, Three fables of Hungarian rural life are interwoven in a whimsical tale set in the time 
period between the 1930’s and 1950’s. 

 Somewhere in Europe, This film is about an older musician who takes in children orphaned by WWII. It is a 
story of human compassion and the necessity of people to befriend and rely upon each other. 

 The Nazi’s Last Victims: The Holocaust in Hungary, Randolph L. Braham and Scott Miller. This book 
recounts the history of the last country to be invaded by Nazi Germany, a topic that is often left out when 
discussing Holocaust history. 

 An American Rhapsody (2001). Based on the true story of a family’s escape from Communist Hungary 
where the parents and one daughter escape but are forced to leave the youngest daughter behind. At age 
six, and having been raised by a loving couple, the girl’s birth parents who now reside in the US send for 
the girl. 

 Out of Ashes (2003). A cable TV movie starring Christine Lahti as Gisella Perl, a Hungarian gynecologist 
and Holocaust survivor. When Perl applies for citizenship to the US in 1946, she must testify in military 
court as to the extent of her collaboration with the Nazis. Troubling to the court is the number of abortions 
she performed at Auschwitz to save women from the gas chambers. 

 Forecast for Tomorrow (2003). A seriocomic movie about a man that abandons his family to become a 
monk. However, years later he is expelled from the monastery when his family spots him. He returns home 
to live in the garage of the home of his much dysfunctional family. 


