
Travel Information for Italy 
 

A. Transportation Information 
Rome (Roma): Name and airport code: Fiumicino - Leonardo di Vinci (FCO) Website: www.adr.it.  
 
To and From the Roma Airport 
 

By Train: The Leonardo Express train operates from 6:35 am to 11.35 pm, runs every 30 minutes, and 
costs € 14. After leaving customs follow signs for TRENO. This train will take you to Rome’s central 
train station, Stazione Termini, with a trip length of 32 minutes. www.trenitalia.com.  

 
By Bus: The Sit Bus Shuttle will take you to Rome’s central train station, Stazione Termini or to Piazza 
Cavour (temporarily at Via Crescenzio n. 2) - Vatican Area (€ 6 one way online booking). The bus stop 
is located outside Terminal 3 after the pedestrian bridge (Stall nr. 1); tickets can be purchased on the 
bus for an additional fee. www.sitbusshuttle.it/index.php?lang=en.  

 
By Taxi: In agreement with Rome municipality, taxis charge a fixed rate for the transfer Rome 
Fiumicino Airport to Rome city center (called also area within Mura Aureliane). Cost is € 48 for a 
maximum of 4 pax and luggage. Authorized taxis in Rome and Fiumicino are white in color and can be 
identified by the license id number on the doors, back, and inside the taxi; and have “Taxi” displayed on 
the roof. 

 
By Metro: The Metro Fara Sabina-Fiumicino line (FL1) runs every 15 minutes (30 minutes on holidays) 
stopping at some of the main railway stations of Rome. Cost is € 11. 

 
Milan (Milano): Flights from the U.S. arrive at the Milano Malpensa Airport (50 km outside of Milan) and most 
European flights arrive at the Milano Linate Airport (7 km outside of Milan.) 
 
Milan Malpensa: Name and airport code: Milano Malpensa Airport (MXP) Website: 
http://www.seamilano.eu/home_it.html. 
 
To and From the Malpensa Airport 
 

By Bus: We recommend Malpensa Shuttle that operates buses to Milano Centrale (Milan’s main train 
station) daily from 5:30 am to 12:15 am every 20 minutes leaving from Terminal 1 Uscita (Exit) 5 and 
from Terminal 2 in front of the arrival gate. Cost is € 10 (one way). Tickets can be purchased online and 
also on board. http://ticketonline.malpensashuttle.it. Other coach services are available. 

 
By Taxi: A taxi to Milano Centrale (Milan’s main train station) costs approximately € 80/100. Check 
rates at Taxiblu www.taxiblu.org or www.milanotaxi.it. 

 
By Train: Frequent regional trains (R) connect Malpensa Airport with Milano Centrale (Milan’s main 
train station) in about 50 minutes. Check schedule at www.trenitalia.com (enter Malpensa Aeroporto 
and Milano Centrale for your departure and destination). 
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Milan Linate: Name and airport code: Milano Linate Airport (LIN) Website: www.sea-
aeroportimilano.it/it/linate//it/linate/  
 
To and From the Linate Airport 
 

By Bus: Airportbus express ( by Autostradale) operates buses every 30 minutes to Milano Centrale 
(Milan’s main train station) daily from 5:30 a.m. every day. Cost is € 5 and can be purchased either on 
board or online at: http://www.airportbusexpress.it/.  

 
ByTtaxi: A taxi to Milano Centrale (Milan’s main train station) costs about € 35/40. 

 
Venice (Venezia): Name and airport code: Aeroporto Marco Polo Venezia (VCE) Website: 
www.veniceairport.it.  
 
To central Venice or the Lido of Venice: There are two options to cross the water to central Venice or the 
Lido of Venice. From the airport terminal take the complimentary shuttle or walk 500 yards (left out of the 
terminal) to the dock. 
 

Water shuttle bus: Linea Alilaguna Aeroporto www.alilaguna.it. This private ferry boat (vaporetto) that 
connects the Marco Polo airport to the Lido has two possible lines. The RED Line (AEROPORTO-
CERTOSA – LIDO) stops at Murano Museo and then reaches the Lido (stops at the first dock: Lido 
S.M.E) The RED line runs only in the summer (April to October) and the schedules are not available 
year round. The BLU Line (AEROPORTO- SAN MARCO –TERMINAL CROCIERE) stops at Murano 
Colonna, Fondamente Nuove, the Lido, and then San Marco in central Venice. The ride to the Lido 
takes about 1 hour, to central Venice a little longer. Both lines cost €15 (online €14) and tickets can be 
purchased on board with an extra fee of €1 and also online at www.alilaguna.it. Their website is very 
user-friendly with English translation. 

 
Hint: occasionally there is a long line and an hour wait for the vaporetto. Consider taking a 
private water taxi with a higher cost to save time. 

 
Private Water Taxi: Agree on a price before embarking and expect to pay € 100/110 to the Lido of 
Venice. Look for a yellow stripe and number on the side of boat that designates the taxi is authorized to 
carry passengers. The trip takes 30 minutes with a maximum of 4 passengers. You can reserve and 
pay your water taxi transfer at the following website: www.venicelink.com under “Private boats”. There 
are special prices online. There is also a shared transfer water taxi shuttle service available from the 
airport to Venice city center. You reserve and pay at www.venicelink.com under “Venice Shuttle 
(Airport). 

 
To the Venezia Mestre Train Station: If you are taking the train from Venice to other destinations in Europe 
you probably want to take the bus from the airport to the Venezia Mestre train station located in Mestre on the 
main land instead of entering central Venice. 
 

By Bus:The ATVO bus company has a direct bus (FLYBUS) from Venice’s Marco Polo airport to 
Venezia Mestre, the main bus and train station located on the main land. Look for the large charter blue 
buses found outside of the Arrivals terminal that say Mestre. The ride takes 20 minutes and costs € 6. 
You can buy a ticket from the ATVO booth in the Arrivals terminal, on board and also online. Check 
schedules & buy tickets at: http://www.atvo.it/.  

 
Florence (Firenze) and Pisa 

 
By Bus: Terravision operates a shuttle bus that connects the Pisa airport and Florence’s main train 
station (Santa Maria Novella) and the Florence airport with buses running about every hour. For 
schedules and online reservations check: www.terravision.eu/florence_pisa.html.  

 
Train Transportation Information 
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 Major Train Stations: 

 Milan (Milano): Milano Centrale 

 Florence (Firenze): Firenze Santa Maria Novella or FSMN  

 Rome (Roma): Roma Termini (Roma Fiumicino is the airport)  

 Bologna: Bologna Centrale 

 Pisa: Pisa Centrale 

 Venice (Venezia): Venezia Santa Lucia (S. Lucia) train station for central Venice or the Lido of Venice 

 Venezia Mestre train station for all other Italian destinations  

 Naples (Napoli): Napoli Centrale 

 Turin (Torino): Torino Porta Nuova 

 Genoa (Genova): Genova Piazza Principe  

 Verona: Verona Porta Nuova 
 

Schedules and Booking: Eurostar (ES- Frecciarossa, Frecciabianca, Frecciargento) & Euro City (EC) 
trains require a reservation and it is not possible to just “hop” on to the next train heading your direction. If 
you miss your train, you will need to exchange your reservation. On the other hand, regional (R) and local 
trains (D, R, IR, E) do not require a reservation and tickets are easy to buy at the train station before 
departure. If you miss this type of train, all you need to do is catch the next departure.  These trains are 
mainly second class. 

 

 D: Direct  

 R: Regional  

 IR: Interregional  

 E: Express 

 IC: Intercity  

 ES Italia AV: Euro Star  

 EC: Euro Star City 
 

Trenitalia: http://www.trenitalia.com/. You can check schedules and purchase tickets at the Italian 
railroad’s website. All train stations, and even some bus stations for towns that do not have trains, are 
included in this Italian rail road system. For online purchase you must register first, pay with your credit 
card and then print the receipt of your ticket (don’t select the self-service option). Your receipt has a bar 
code that the conductor will scan. Not all destinations are available for advance purchase online, some 
smaller stations or local lines do not allow advance purchase. Depending upon your destination you may 
be able to choose from a base fare or a premium or discount fare (restrictions apply). 

 
Rail Europe: www.raileurope.com/index.html. The website lists all possible destinations, prices, and 
schedules. You may not be able to buy tickets to some small towns, but all major cities are listed. 

 
Train Travel Reminders: 

 

 Recheck the Binario: Check the overhead board for the correct departure track (binario) of your 
train. The binario can often change shortly before the scheduled departure time. 

 Seating: Most regional trains have open seating, select a seat in your designated class of service 
(first or second). For Euro Star/Freccia travel, refer to your ticket for your seat assignment. 

 Arrival at your Destination: Depending upon your destination, your train stop may be very short, 
know the stop before yours and be prepared to exit the train. 

 
Other Types of Transportation 
 

Taxis: Taxis can easily be found outside airports and train stations. It is good practice to ask for an 
approximate fare before the ride and pay meter start. Keep in mind that the cost may vary depending 
on traffic in the city and the time of the day. 
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Rental Car: If you decide to rent a car, we suggest arranging this from the U.S. - it’s cheaper. Be sure 
to find out the exact address of the location to pick up your rental car, (preferably at your arrival airport). 
It’s best to make these arrangements in advance, and if you wish to go through an Italian company, we 
suggest MAGGIORE (www.maggiore.it). 

 
Bus: Some buses are operated by the Italian railroad so you will find bus schedules on the train web 
site and can buy tickets on-line or at the train station. For city buses (like the #7 going to Fiesole from 
Florence), you can buy tickets at a tabaccheria (small shops with the blue or black “T” out front) and 
validate them on the bus. 
 

B. Language Tips 
 
How to Say Vowels in Italian: 

 A: “ah” 

 E: “say” 

 I: “ me” 

 O: “oh” 

 U: “you” 
 

Simple Phrases 
 
When you get up in the morning the first thing you say when you encounter someone is: Buon Giorno! You say 
buon giorno to people that you don't know or even to close friends the first time you see them in the morning.  
 
In the afternoon (after 2-3 p.m.) you say Buona sera! (Good evening).  
 
When you go to bed at night you say (to both friends and formal or casual acquaintances): Buona notte 
 
When you thank someone say: Grazie! 
They may reply: Prego!  
 

 Dov'è? - Where is? 

 Una birra per favore - "a beer, please" 

 Basta - Perhaps one of the most important Italian commands; use this any time when you've had 
enough (wine, pasta, cycling, etc.) 

 Ancora - is the opposite; it means "more" 
 
Cycling-specific phrases and "Buzzwords" 
 

 Dai! Dai! - People will say this to you to cheer you on while you are cycling; it means literally, "give, 
give; give it all you've got." 

 Ale'  Ale'  -  Another,  "go, go" cheer for cyclists 

 Salve vs. Ciao - "Ciao" is a familiar greeting among friends - you would not normally use it with 
complete strangers; cyclists, however, like to consider themselves friends so in this instance they might 
use "salve," the Latin greeting among friends: it is not formal but it is not familiar either. Other cyclists 
will often say this to you, especially if you greet them first with "salve"! 

 Bravo & Brava - English speakers often use "Bravo" mistakenly for anybody they wish to applaud. In 
Italian, you say "bravo" for a male and "brava" for a female. If there is more than one man (or a mixed 
gender group), you say "bravi", and for two or more women it is "brave". Making this distinction will set 
you apart from most other tourists. 
 

C. How to Dial Telephone Numbers 
The International Access Code (IAC) for the US and Canada is 011 and for Italy it’s 00 
The Country Code (CC) for Italy is 39 and for the US and Canada it’s 1 
Area Codes in Italy can be various digits in length 
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To call Italy from the US or Canada, dial IAC + CC + LN. 
Example: The local telephone number of the ExperiencePlus! headquarters in Italy is 0543-753405. The 
number could also be listed as +39-0543-753405. In both cases, you would dial 011-39-0543-753405. 
 
To call the US or Canada from Italy, dial IAC + CC + LN. 
Example: The local telephone number of the ExperiencePlus! headquarters in Colorado is 970-484-8489. You 
would dial 00-1-970-484-8489. 
 
To call Italy from another European country, dial IAC + CC + LN. 
Example: The local telephone number of the ExperiencePlus! headquarters in Italy is 0543-753405. You 
would dial 00-39-0543-753405. 
 
To call Italy from within Italy, dial LN 
Example: The local telephone number of the ExperiencePlus! headquarters in Italy is 0543-753405. You 
would dial 0543-753405. Unlike the US there is no need to differentiate local and long distance by dialing a 1. 
 

D. Eating and Drinking, and the Weather 
Italian hotels typically served a traditional continental-style breakfast but many 3-4 star hotels are now serving 
buffet breakfasts. Most breakfasts now include ham, cheese, cereal (although sometimes the sweetened kind 
only) or muesli, toast and bread, milk, and sometimes yogurt. In some cases, you might find fresh fruit or fruit 
salad, along with more varieties of breakfast sweets. If you need a more satisfying fill you can buy grocery 
supplies at a grocery store ("Alimentari") in the morning, usually after 7:30 or 8:00 a.m. You can also buy fresh 
fruit at a “frutta e verdura” store. Buy fresh bread and focaccia at a bakery or "forno." The traditional breakfast 
for an Italian is a pastry and a cappuccino in a bar. 
 
For a quick lunch on the road, most bars will have ready-made sandwiches. You can also get drinks and ice 
cream too. 
 
An alternative is to have a grocery store make you a sandwich.  If they are not too busy they will gladly make a 
sandwich with cheese (formaggio) or ham (prosciutto). The other option, of course, is to buy your own bread, a 
hunk of cheese, some tomatoes, olives, fruit, etc., and put together your own picnic lunch. If you seek a more 
serious lunch of pasta or pasta and a main course, look for a "ristorante" or "trattoria" (those with half a dozen 
delivery or cargo trucks outside it) between noon and 1:30 p.m. These are truckers’ restaurants and offer the 
best value in price and quality. Some restaurants have lunch menus that include a first course, second course 
and coffee and water. 
 
For snacks along the way, the following are easily found in bars or grocery stores: gelato (ice cream), 
cappuccino or coffee, pastries, focaccia, fruit, beer, juice, and water. Special treats may include a cool 
“Lemonsoda” (carbonated lemonade) or home-made “gelato” at a “gelateria artigianale.” 
 
For dinners not included in the tour, we will provide suggestions during the trip. You can usually find a light 
dinner of pizza or soup and salad, or a full four-course meal (pasta, main course, vegetable, dessert, wine, and 
water). 
 
Vegetarians can enjoy abundant grilled veggies, pasta and risotto dishes, as well as pizza. Pescatarians will be 
pleased with the amount of fresh seafood available. Folks who don’t eat dairy can also enjoy pasta and risotto 
dishes, but variety will be limited to mostly tomato, oil & garlic-based dishes or veggies of the season. Bean 
and lentil soups exist (especially in Tuscany) but are not always available, and may be made with beef or 
chicken stock. Soy milk is available in grocery stores and cafés. Please make sure you've notified us of your 
dietary needs. 
 

E. Hotel Recommendations  
 
 
 



Agrigento  
Colleverde Park Hotel  
Valle dei Templi, 92100 Agrigento  
www.colleverdehotel.it 
 
Dioscuri Bay Palace 
Lungomare Falcone Borsellino 1, 92100 S. Leone (Agrigento)  
www.dioscurihotel.it 
 
Amalfi 
Hotel Amalfi Via dei Pastai 3, 84011 Amalfi  
www.hamalfi.it 
 
Assisi 
Hotel Giotto 
Via Fontebella 41, 06081 Assisi  
www.hotelgiottoassisi.it 
 
Hotel Fontebella  
Via Fontebella 25, 06081 Assisi PG  
www.fontebella.com/  
 
Bari 
Hotel Oriente Bari 
L Corso Cavour 32, 70122 Bari 
www.alpitourworldhotels.it   
 
Adria Hotel 
Via Zuppetta n. 10, 70121 Bari  
www.adriahotelbari.com 
 
Bellagio (Lake Como) 
Hotel Excelsior Splendide 
Via Lungo Lago, Manzoni 28, 22021 Bellagio (Como) 
 www.hsplendide.com 
 
Bergamo 
Hotel Piazza Vecchia  
Via Colleoni 3, 24129 Bergamo  
www.hotelpiazzavecchia.it 
 
Gombit Hotel 
Via Mario Lupo 6, 24129 Bergamo (BG)  
www.gombithotel.it 
 
Bologna 
Hotel dei Commercianti  
Via De'Pignattari 11, 40124 Bologna 
www.art-hotel-commercianti.it 
 

Hotel Touring 
Via De’ Mattuiani 1-2, 40124 Bologna  
hoteltouring@hoteltouring.it 
 
Albergo delle Drapperie  
Via delle Drapperie 5, 40124 Bologna  
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www.albergodrapperie.com 
 
Brindisi  
Masseria Marziale  
Strada Mitrano, 1, 72100 Brindisi  
(2 km from the airport of Brindisi; shuttle service to the airport) 
www.hotelbrindisi.it/marziale/index.htm 
 
Grande Albergo Internazionale  
Lungomare Regina Margherita 23, Brindisi 
(Centrally located on the waterfront)  
www.albergointernazionale.it 
 
Brunico 
Hotel Rosa d'Oro / Goldene Rose  
Bastioni/Am Graben 36/B, 39031 Bruneck / Brunico (BZ) 
www.hotelgoldenerose.com 
 
Hotel Post 
Graben 9 / Via Bastioni I, 39031 Bruneck / Brunico (BZ)  
www.hotelpost-bruneck.com 
 
Cagliari – Sardinia 
Hotel Regina Margherita  
Via Regina Margherita 44, Cagliari  
www.hotelreginamargherita.com 
 
Hotel Miramare  
Via Roma 59, Cagliari  
www.hotelmiramarecagliari.it/ 
 
Hotel due Colonne  
Via sardegna 4, Cagliari 
www.hotelduecolonnecagliari.it 
 
Capri 
Hotel Gatto Bianco  
Via V. Emanuele 32, 80073 Capri 
www.gattobianco-capri.com 
 
Casciana Terme  
Hotel Villa Margherita  
Via Marconi 20, 56034 Casciana Terme (PI) 
www.margherita-hotel.it 
 
Hotel Roma  
Via Roma 13, 56034 Casciana Terme (PI)  
www.albergo-roma.it 
 
Catania 
Il Principe Hotel  
Via Alessi 26, 95124 Catania  
www.ilprincipehotel.com 
 
Como 
Albergo Firenze  
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Piazza A. Volta, 22100 Como 
www.albergofirenze.it 
 
Cortina 
Hotel Aquila 
Piazza Pittori Fratelli Ghedina 1, 32043 Cortina D'Ampezzo (BL) 
www.aquilacortina.com 
 
Hotel Cortina 
Corso Italia 92, 32043 Cortina D'Ampezzo (BL)  
www.hotelcortina.com 
 
Corvara 
Hotel Col Alto  
Strada Col Alt 9, 39033 Corvara in Badia (BZ)  
www.colalto.it   
 
Hotel Tablè  
Via Col Alt 8, 39033 Corvara in Badia (BZ)  
www.table.it 
 
Cremona 
Dellearti Design Hotel  
Via G. Bonomelli 8, 26100 Cremona  
www.dellearti.com/ 
 
Locanda Torriani 
Via Janello Torriani 7, Cremona  
www.locandatorriani.it 
 
Faenza 
Hotel Vittoria  
C.so Garibaldi 23, 48018 Faenza  
www.hotel-vittoria.com 
 
Firenze (Florence) 
Hotel Plaza Lucchesi 
Lungarno della Zecca Vecchia 38, 50122 Firenze  
www.hotelplazalucchesi.it  
 
Hotel Balestri  
Piazza Mentana 7, 50122 Firenze  
www.hotel-balestri.it 
 
Hotel Cellai 
Via 27 Aprile 14  
www.hotelcellai.it/index.htm 
 
Greve in Chianti 
Albergo Giovanni da Verrazzano  
Piazza Matteotti 28, 50022 Greve in Chianti  
www.albergoverrazzano.it 
 
 Intra-Verbania (Lago Maggiore) 
Hotel Ancora  
Corso Mameli 65, 28921 Intra-Verbania  
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www.hotelancora.it 
 
Hotel Intra 
Corso Mameli 133, 28921 Intra-Verbania 
www.verbaniahotel.it/home_intra.htm 
 
Lecce 
Hotel Santa Chiara  
Via Degli Ammirati 24, 73100 Lecce 
www.santachiaralecce.it 
 
Lucca 
Hotel La Luna 
Corte Compagni 12, 55100 Lucca 
www.hotellaluna.com 
 
Alla Dimora Lucense  
Via Fontana 19, 55100 Lucca 
www.dimoralucense.it 
 
Mantova 
Hotel Casa Poli  
Corso Garibaldi 32, Mantova  
www.hotelcasapoli.it 
 
Marsala 
Hotel Carmine  
Piazza Carmine 16, 91025 Marsala (TP)  
www.hotelcarmine.it 
 
Milano 
Hotel Berna  
Via Napo Torriani, 18 Milano  
(Located near the Milano Centrale train station) 
www.hotelberna.com 
 
Hotel Soperga  
Via Soperga 24, 20127 Milano  
(Located near the Milano Centrale train station) 
www.hotelsopergamilan.com 
 
Mercure Milano Centro  
Piazza Oberdan 12, 20129 Milano  
www.mercure.com 
 
Outside Milano, near Malpensa airport – recommended for folks renting a car or with a 
very early flight 
Hotel Astoria 
Piazza Risorgimento 9, Gallarate (Milano)  
www.astoria.ws 
 
I Castagni B&B  
Via Adua 18, 21011 Casorate Sempione (VA)  
(5 km from Malpensa airport with shuttle service) 
www.icastagni-bb.it/index.html 
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Il Terrazzo B&B  
Via San Rocco 21, 21011 Casorate Sempione (Va) 
www.ilterrazzo.it/index.html 
 
Ascot Malpensa  
Via dell'Ongano 48, 21010 Cardano al Campo (Milano)  
(Budget option with early morning shuttle to airport) 
www.ascotmalpensa.com 
 
Monreale (Palermo)  
Palazzo Ducale Suites  
Via Duca degli Abruzzi 8, 90046 Monreale (PA) 
www.palazzoducalesuites.it 
 
Monterosso (Cinque Terre) 
Hotel la Colonnina  
Via Zuecca 6, 19016 Monterosso al Mare (SP) 
www.lacolonninacinqueterre.itk 
 
La Villa degli Argentieri  
Via Fegina 120/122, 19016 Monterosso Al Mare (SP) 
www.lavilladegliargentieri.it 
 
A Ca’ du Gigante (B&B di charme)  
Via IV Novembre, Monterosso al Mare (SP)  
www.ilgigantecinqueterre.it 
 
Napoli 
Hotel Chiaja de Charme 
Via Chiaia 215 1° piano (first floor), 80121 Napoli 
www.hotelchiaia.it 
 
Orvieto 
Palazzo Piccolomini  
Piazza Ranieri 36, 05018 Orvieto  
www.hotelpiccolomini.it 
 
Hotel Aquila Bianca  
Via Garibaldi 13, 05018 Orvieto 
www.hotelaquilabianca.it 
 
Parma 
Hotel Button 
Via della Salina 7, 43100 Parma  
www.hotelbutton.it 
 
Palermo-city center 
Hotel Palazzo Sitano  
Via Vittorio Emanuele 114, 90133 Palermo  
www.hotelpalazzositano.it 
 
Hotel Principe di Villafranca  
Via Libertà 39, 90139, Palermo 
www.principedivillafranca.it 
 

Hotel Joli 
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Via Michele Amari 11, 90139 Palermo  
www.hoteljoli.com/it/ 
 
Hotel Plaza Opera  
Via Nicolo Gallo 90139, Palermo 
www.hotelplazaopera.com 
 
Palermo-near Airport 
Hotel Sirenetta 
Viale dei Saraceni 81, Isola delle Femmine PA, 90040  
www.hotelsirenettapalermo.it  
 
Palermo –Mondello Lido  
Splendid Hotel "La Torre"  
Via Piano Gallo 11, 90151 Palermo Mondello Lido  
www.latorre.com 
 
Perugia 
Hotel La Rosetta  
Piazza Italia 19, 06121 Perugia  
www.larosetta.eu 
 
Pisa 
Hotel Villa Kinzica  
Piazza Arcivescovado 2, 56126 Pisa  
www.hotelvillakinzica.com 
 
Hotel Royal Victoria  
12 Lugarno Pacinotti, 56126 Pisa (PI) 
www.royalvictoria.it 
 
Positano (Amalfi Coast) 
Hotel Montemare 
Via Pasitea 119, 84017 Positano  
www.hotelmontemare.it 
 
Hotel Casa Albertina 
Via Tavolozza 3, 84017 Positano  
www.casalbertina.it 
 
Hotel Buca di Bacco  
Via Rampa Teglia 4, 84017 Positano  
www.bucadibacco.it 
 
Hotel la Bouganville 
Via Cristoforo Colombo 25, 84017 Positano  
www.bougainville.it/ 
 
Radda in Chianti  
Palazzo San Niccolò  
Via Roma 16, 53017 Radda in Chianti (SI)  
www.hotelsanniccolo.com 
 

Ravello (Amalfi Coast) 
Hotel Villa Maria  
Costa D’Amalfi Ravello (SA) 
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www.villamaria.it 
 
Ravenna 
Ostello Galletti Abbiosi  
Via di Roma 40, 48121 Ravenna  
www.galletti.ra.it 
 
Best Western Hotel Bisanzio  
Via Salara 30, 48100 Ravenna  
www.bisanziohotel.com 
 
Villa Santa Maria in Foris  
Via Pasolini 61, 48100 Ravenna  
www.villaforis.it 
 
Roma (near Coliseum ) 
Hotel Villa San Pio  
Via Santa Melania 19, 00153 Roma 
www.aventinohotels.com 
 
Hotel Fori Imperiali Cavalieri  
Via Frangipane 34, 00184 Roma  
www.hotelforiimperialicavalieri.com 
 
Hotel Duca D’Alba  
Via Leonina 14, 00184 Roma  
www.hotelducadalba.com 
 
Roma (Trastevere) 
Hotel Santa Maria  
Vicolo del Piede 2, Roma (Trastevere) 
www.htlsantamaria.com 
 
Roma – near Vatican  
Hotel Alimandi Tunisi  
Via Tunisi 8, 00192 Rome  
www.alimandi.it 
 
Roma– near Piazza della Repubblica 
Residenza Cellini  
Via Modena 5, 00184 Rome  
www.residenzacellini.it 
 
Roma–near Fiumicino airport 
Hotel Cancelli Rossi 
Via Portuense 2443, 00054 Fiumicino (Roma) 
(Budget option hotel) 
http://www.cancellirossi-rome.com 
 
Hotel Marriott Courtyard  
Via Portuense 2468/2470, 00054 Fiumicino (Roma) 
www.romeairporthotel.it 
 
Best Western Hotel Riviera  
Via Licio Visintini 30, 00054 Fiumicino (Roma) 
www.hotelrivierafiumicino.com 
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Rubiera ( Reggio Emilia) 
Hotel Clinica Gastronomica Arnaldo  
Piazza XXIV Maggio 3, Rubiera (RE) 
www.clinicagastronomica.com 
 
Saluzzo 
Antico Podere Propano  
Via Torino 75, 12037 Saluzzo (Cuneo)  
www.anticopoderepropano.com 
 
Siena 
Chiostro del Carmine  
Via della Diana 4, Siena 
www.anghelhotels.it/ita/chiostro_del_carmine/home.htm 

Hotel Santa Caterina 
Via Enea Silvio Piccolomini 7, 53100 Siena  
www.hscsiena.it 
 
Hotel Athena 
Via P. Mascagni 55, 53100 Siena  
www.hotelathena.com 
 
Stresa (Lake Maggiore) 
Hotel Du Parc  
Via Gignous 1, 28048 Stresa Lago Maggiore  
www.duparc.it 
 
Trani 
Hotel Regia  
Piazza Addazzi 2, Trani  
www.hotelregia.it 
 
Hotel S. Paolo al Convento  
Via Statuti Marittimi 111, 70059 Trani (Bari) 
 
Torino 
Best Western Hotel Genova 
Via Sacchi, n. 14/B, 10128 Torino  
www.albergogenova.it 
 
Hotel Giotto  
Via Giotto 27, 10126 Torino  
www.hotelgiottotorino.it 
 
Hotel Dogana Vecchia  
Via Corte d’Appello 4, 10122 Torino 
www.hoteldoganavecchia.com 
 
Varenna (Lake Como) 
Hotel Villa Cipressi 
Via IV Novembre 18, 23829 Varenna (LC)  
www.hotelvillacipressi.it  
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Venezia-Lido (where our tours start) 
Hotel Best Western Biasutti  
Viale E. Dandolo 27/29, 30126 Venezia Lido (VE) 
www.biasuttihotels.com/it/l_hotel/  
 
Hotel Atlanta Augustus  
Via Lepanto 15, 30126 Venezia, Lido  
www.hotelatlantaugustus.com  
 
Hotel Cristallo 
Viale S.M. Elisabetta 51, 30126 Venezia Lido (VE) 
www.cristallovenezia.com 
 
Venezia-City Center 
Hotel Campiello 
Riva Schiavoni, San Zaccaria 4647, 30122 Venezia 
www.hcampiello.it 
 
Hotel Fontana 
Castello 4701, 30122 Venezia  
 www.hotelfontana.it  
 
Ca’Pozzo Inn B&B 
Cannaregio 1279, 30121 Venezia  
 (Close to Venice -Santa Lucia train station)       
 www.capozzoinn.com  
 
Venezia-Near Airport 
Park Hotel Annia 
 2013 Via Triestina 161, 30173 Tessera (Venezia)  
 www.anniaparkhotel.it  
 
Verona 
Hotel Bologna (located in front of the Arnena di Verona) 
Piazzetta Scalette Rubiani 3, 37121 Verona  
www.hotelbologna.vr.it  
 
Hotel Giulietta e Romeo (located in town center) 
Vicolo Tre Marchetti, 3 - 37121 Verona 
www.giuliettaeromeo.it/index.cfm/it/ 
 
Hotel Milano (located in town center) 
Vicolo Tre Marchetti 11, Verona, 37121, Italy 
www.hotelmilano-vr.it/ 
 
 

F. Reading and Movie List  
Literature on Italy 
General Italy or multi-region: 

 Moderata Fonte: Women and Life in Sixteenth-Century Venice by Paola Malpezzi Price 
(co-founder of ExperiencePlus!). 

 A Bell for Adano, a 1945 Pulitzer Prize novel by John Hersey. An American-Italian officer is 
positioned as administrator of Adano during WWII and helps the town replace its bell that 
the Fascists melted down for weapons. A great story of intelligence, kindness, and respect. 

 Bread and Wine by Ignazio Silone. Looks at fascist Italy. 

 Christ Stopped at Eboli by Carlo Levi. A portrait of Fascist Italy focusing on the south. 
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 The Penguin Book of the Renaissance by J.H.Plumb. 

 The Decameron. By Giovanni Boccaccio. Masterpiece of Italian Literature set against the 
background of the Black Death of 1348. 

 The Agony and The Ecstasy by Irving Stone. A gripping account of Michelangelo. 

 The Lost Battles by Jonathan Jones. Fascinating storytelling of the competition of two great 
artists, Michelangelo and Leonardo di Vinci, and Renaissance art. 

 The Artist, the Philosopher, and the Warrior by Paul Strathern provide a narrative of the 
history of the intersecting lives of Leonardo da Vinci, Niccolò Machiavelli, and Cesare 
Borgia. 

 Italian Neighbors and the sequel Italian Education by Tim Parks. 

 The Italians by Luigi Barzini. A book about the events and personalities that shaped the “unique” 
Italian persona and psyche. A bit outdated in a few parts as it was published in the mid-60s. 

 Attila: King of the Huns - the Man and the Myth by Patrick Howarth. A good monograph to 
learn about this horsemen and his army that became known as the "scourge of God" in 
Western Europe. 

 Love and War in the Apennines by Eric Newby. 

 The Aspern Papers by Henry James. 

 The Words of Bernfrieda, A Chronicle of Hauteville by Gabriella Brooke. 

 Pride of Carthage by David Anthony Durham. A fascinating historical odyssey. 

 Eat Pray Love by Elizabeth Gilbert. The author leaves her job and life in New York and spends a 
year traveling in Italy, India, and Indonesia. 

 The DaVinci Code/ Angels and Demons by Dan Brown. A controversial masterpiece history 
of the Catholic Church. 

 Galileo's Daughter: A Drama of Science, Faith and Love by Dava Sobel. The author has 
woven, in a masterful way, Suor Maria Celeste's letters to her father within the detailed and 
often anguished story of his life and vicissitudes. 

 House of Niccoló by Dorothy Dunnet. History of a young apprentice in a Flanders textile 
merchant's house, later to become Nicholas de Fleury. 

 Central Italy: The Collected Traveler: Tuscany and Umbria by Barrie Kerper is a guide book that 
reads more like a story. 

 Up at the Villa Travels with my Husband. Dina Jenkins’s collection of essays, poetry, 
photography, and recipes wrap around her relationship and off-the-beaten path travels in Italy 
(and elsewhere) with her husband. Her educational and inspirational writing style provides an 
easy read. 

 Made in Italy: A Shopper's Guide to Italy's Best Artisanal Traditions from Murano Glass to 
Ceramics, Jewelry, Leather Goods, and More (2008). Author Laura Morelli discusses and the 
old world traditions and handmade items one can find while travelling throughout Italy. 
 

Emilia Romagna: 

 The Broker by John Grisham. A Grisham thriller that immerses the reader in the culture of 
Bologna. 

 Playing for Pizza by John Grisham. A story filled with Italian food and wine, and American 
football being played in Parma. 

 Sacred Hearts by Sarah Dunant. This time Dunant takes us to Ferrara during the Italian 
Renaissance. 

 Ravenna in Late Antiquity, by Deborah Mauskopf Deliyannis. A scholastic approach, including 
illustrations, to Ravenna’s history, art and architecture. 

 The Art Cities of Emilia Romagna. An e-book that highlights the art cities of the Emilia 
Romagna region. http://www.blog-ville.com/art-cities-emilia-romagna-ebook/ or 
http://www.aptservizi.com/in/archivio- editoria/PDF/art-cities-blogville-eBook.pdf 
 

Sardinia: 

 D.H.Lawrence and Italy: Twilight in Italy; Sea and Sardinia: Etruscan places by D.H.Lawrence. 

 The Lead Goat Veered Off by Neil Anderson. A bicycling adventure on Sardinia. 
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Sicily: 

 On Persephone's Island: A Sicilian Journal by Mary Taylor Simeti. A woman from the states visits 
Sicily and falls in love and marries a Sicilian and recounts their time spent living in Palermo and 
eastern Sicily. 

 The Leopard (il Gattopardo) by Guiseppe di Lampedusa. A classic read set in the 1860’s 
about a Sicilian nobleman and the threats to aristocracy due to the revolution, unification and 
democracy forces occurring in Italy. 

 Midnight in Sicily: On Art, Food, History, Travel and la Cosa Nosa by Peter Robb describes 
the mix of people, culture, traditions, food and politics of southern Italy and Sicily. 

 The Stone Boudoir: Travels through the Hidden Villages of Sicily by Theresa Maggio provides 
her essays on her insights on travels to numerous Sicilian towns considered to be the pulse of 
Sicily. 

 Sicily: Three Thousand Years of Human History by Sandra Benjamin. This interesting and in-
depth history demonstrates how the geographic location of Sicily played a role in its conquests 
by the Phoenicians, Greeks, Romans, Arabs, Normans and continues through the unification of 
Italy. 

 Sicily: An Illustrated History by Joseph F. Privitera provides a concise discussion on the 
complex history of the island of Sicily. 

 Little Novels of Sicily by Giovanni Verga. A collection of short stories that portray every day 
Sicilian life. 

 All of the Neapolitan series written by celebrated Naples born Italian novelist Elena Ferrante. 

 History on the Road, The Painted Carts of Sicily by Marcella Croce and Moira F. 
Harris. An interesting presentation of the Sicilian carretto, along with the history and 
culture of the mountainous island. 
 

Tuscany/Florence: 

 Brunelleschi’s Dome: How a Renaissance Genius Reinvented Architecture by Ross King. An 
enchanting tale for anyone with an admiration for brilliant architecture, historical drama, or the 
breathtaking beauty of Florence. All titles by Ross King are worth a read: Michelangelo and the 
Pope’s Ceiling; Machiavelli. 

 The Stones of Florence by Mary McCarthy. Available in Harcourt Brace Jovanovich paperbacks. 

 D.H. Lawrence's ramblings in Tuscany with Sketches of Etruscan Places, or others like Aaron's Rod. 

 The House of Medici: it’s Rise and Fall by Christopher Herbert provides the history of the famous 
Medici’s line. A good read especially for those interested in the history and culture of Florence. 

 A Tuscan Childhood by Kinda Beevor. 

 Under the Tuscan Sun: At Home in Italy by Frances Mayes.  Published in 1997, the Tuscan 
version of Peter Mayle’s A year in Provence. A description of the author’s adventures buying and 
remodeling a villa in the Tuscan countryside, interspersed with stories and recipes about Italian 
food. Also a movie. 

 Bella Tuscany and Every Day in Tuscany: Season of an Italian Life. Frances Mayes’s sequels 
following her success with Under the Tuscan Sun. 

 April Blood by Lauro Martines. A look at Renaissance Florence when on a Sunday in April 
1487 assassins kill a Medici family member and wound his brother while they attend Mass in a 
cathedral in Florence. 

 Within Tuscany: Reflections on a time and place by Matthew Spender. 

 Fortune is a River by Roger D. Masters. Leonardo da Vinci and Niccolo’ Macchiavelli’s 
magnificent dream to change the course of Florentine history. 

 The Merchant of Prato by Iris Origo. Daily life in Medieval Italian City. 

 Home to Italy by Peter Pezzelli. A delightful tale of loss and grieving, of personal tragedy and of 
rebirth. 

 Too Much Tuscan Sun (Confessions of a Chianti Tour Guide) by Dario Castagno. A mix of 
anecdotes about those tourists you hope you'll never encounter, natural history, and historical 
and cultural vignettes. 

 The Birth of Venus by Sarah Dunant. Recounts in detail the four years (1494-1498) of 
Savonarola's ruling of Florence, Italy. 



 War in Val d’Orcia: An Italian War Diary 1943-1944 by Iris Origo. World War II diary written by 
a woman who witnessed life behind the battle lines and cared for refugee children in her estate 
in Southern Tuscany. 

 The Light in the Ruins by Chris Bohjalian. An epic love story and suspense novel that weaves two 
stories. One set in Tuscany at the end of WWII of the noble-lineage Rosartis family, and the other 
of a Florence police investigator in 1955 that is assigned the case to find the serial killer 
determined to murder members of the Rosartis family. The Crete Senesi region where most of the 
book takes place is one of the author’s favorite areas to bicycle. Those of you that have cycled 
our Best of Southern Tuscany trips may especially enjoy this. 
 

Umbria: 

 A Valley in Italy by Lisa St. Aubin de Terán. John Mortimer, in the Mail on Sunday writes: 
“immensely enjoyable. Captures the true, immensely practical, magic of Italy.” 

 Marcus of Umbria: What an Italian Dog Taught an American Girl about Love by Justine van der 
Leun 

 
Veneto/Venice: 

 Across the River and into the Trees and A Farewell to Arms. (The latter is set a little to the 
north and east of Venice) by Ernest Hemingway. 

 In the Company of the Courtesan by Sarah Dunant based in16th century Venice. Reflects on the 
meaning of life, the difficult balance between the pleasures of the flesh and the demands of the 
heart, human greed for wealth and the longing for love. 

 Venice for Pleasure by J.G Links. Essentially four walking tours told in a charmingly 
conversational style by an author who is clearly in love with Venice. 

 Vidal in Venice by Gore Vidal. An engaging story of the history of Venice, complete with 
photos, by an award winning author. 

 A History of Venice by John Julius Norwich, one of the most comprehensive books of the history 
of Venice. 

 The Gondola Maker (2014). A highly researched compelling historical novel that takes place 
in 16th century Venice about the gondola making craft and the willingness or unwillingness of 
the heir to take on the trade. 
 

Literature about Italian Food & Wine 

 Buy and carry with you The Marling Menu-Master for Italy. This excellent pocket aid by William 
E. and Clare F. Marling will guide you deep into the heart of Italian food while leading you 
through a typical menu. 

 Slow Food Revolution: A New Culture for Eating and Living by Carlo Petrini. A discussion of the 
philosophy of the Slow Food movement. 

 Songbirds, Truffles, and Wolves (An American Naturalist in Italy) Gary Nabhan. Points out 
everything in the Italian countryside, from sunflowers to tomatoes to prickly pears, that explorers 
like Columbus brought back to Italy and Europe. Some of these plants have contributed 
significantly to modern Italian landscape. 

 Venice and Food by Sally Spector. Examines Venice and food from historical, social, cultural, and 
artistic points of view. 

 Eating in Italy (A Traveler's Guide to the Gastronomic Pleasures of Northern Italy) by Faith Heller 
Willinger. Includes brief vignettes on such distinctly Italian delights as: pasta and risotto, olive oil, 
truffles, pizza and other flatbreads, gelato, herbs and spices, digestives and apéritifs. 

 A Passion for Piedmont: Italy's Most Glorious Regional Table by Matt Kramer. Discovers 
Italy’s most glorious regional table. 

 The Culture of the Fork by Giovanni Rebora. A brief history of food in Europe. 

 Italian Cuisine: A Cultural History by Alberto Capatti and Massimo Montanari. 

 Pasta: The Story of a Universal Food by Silvano Serventi and Françoise Sabban. 

 The Miracle of Castel Di Sangro: A Tale of Passion and Folly in the Heart of Italy by Joe 
McGinniss. 

 Italian Slow and Savory by Joyce Goldstein presents the diversity of Italy’s cuisine with home-



cooked recipes from numerous regions of Italy. 

 The Art of Italian Cooking by Maria Lo Pinto and Milo Miloradovich – an excellent cookbook 
reported to be passed down through generations of family members of some of our favorite 
travelers. 

 
Movies About or Set in Italy That We Have Enjoyed 

 Ciao Professore, A heartwarming story about a teacher and students in Naples. 

 Johnny Stecchino, a hilarious movie with Roberto Benigni and Nicoletta Braschi, about the Italian mafia. 

 Bicycle Thief, a classic tale of family life in Rome after WWII, harder to find, but worth the effort! 

 Icicle Thief, a modern spoof on the older movie (Bicycle Thief) highlighting modern Italian materialist 
society. 

 Big Night, the hilarious tale of two brothers and their Italian restaurant in the U.S. A feast for the eyes and 
soul! Learn how to eat Italian style. 

 Life is Beautiful, with Nicoletta Braschi and Roberto Benigni, dubbed or subtitled in English. A 
controversial but very worthwhile film about an Italian Jewish family in the holocaust. 

 The Best of Youth (2005), a movie that spans Italy’s recent history from 1966 to 2000 through the eyes of 
two brothers. 

 Any Fellini movie—classic historical movies on Italy (such as La Dolce Vita, Nights of Cabiria, 8 ½, 
Amarcord) 

 Divorce-Italian Style starring Marcello Mastroianni. A quirky pro-divorce 1960s film before divorce was 
legalized in 1974, featuring murders and honor as the only way to "divorce" in Italy. 

 Eat Pray Love, based upon the book by Elizabeth Gilbert and starring Julie Roberts. She leaves her job 
and life in New York and spends a year traveling in Italy, India, and Indonesia. While the movie gets poor 
reviews there are scenes of Rome and Naples. 

 Tea With Mussolini, featuring Judi Dench, Joan Plowright, Maggie Smith, Lilly Tomlin, and Cher. The story 
of a group of British ex-patriots, set in Florence in the 1920s and 30s. Great scenes of Florence, San 
Gimignano and Central Tuscany. 

 A Room With a View (1986), based on the novel by E.M. Forster. A film about British travelers in Florence 
at the turn of the century. Includes beautiful scenery of the countryside. 

 Much Ado About Nothing, Kenneth Branagh and Emma Thompson. A Shakespearean romantic comedy 
set in the Chianti (Tuscany) region of Italy. 

 Portrait of a Lady, with Nicole Kidman and John Malkovich. The Henry James classic about the diffident 
American woman, parts of this movie were shot in Lucca and Florence. 

 Letters to Juliet. While visiting the Casa di Giulietta (Juliet’s house) in Verona--the setting of Shakespeare’s 
Romeo and Juliet, a woman finds a decades-old letter and sets out to find its author. Beautiful scenes of 
Tuscany and parts of northern Italy. 

 The English Patient.  (1996)  Written and directed by Anthony Minghella. This epic WWII love story was 
filmed in Pienza, the Orcia Valley and the Monastery of Sant’Anna in Camprena. Beautiful scenery of 
Umbria and Tuscany. 

 My House in Umbria. Maggie Smith plays a British romance novelist that invites several survivors of a 
terrorist attack to recuperate at her Italian villa. Scenes of Umbria.  

 The Tourist (2010), Venice is the setting for an espionage thriller starring Johnny Depp as a tourist that 
meets Interpol agent Angelina Jolie.  

 Pane e Tulipani (Bread and Tulips), a cute movie about a southern Italian housewife who spends a 
“singles” year in Venice. 

 The Leopard (il Gattopardo) 1963. Based upon the book by the same name the movie stars Burt 
Lancaster, Alain Delon, and Caludia Cardinale, a story about a Sicilian nobleman and the threats to 
aristocracy due to the revolution, unification and democracy forces occurring in Italy. 

 Nuovo Cinema Paradiso, an Italian classic memoir about childhood and movies in a small Sicilian town. 

 The Great Beauty (La grande bellezza) (2013) An Italian film directed by Paolo Sorrentino about journalist 
Jep Gambardella (Toni Servillo)  who, after the success of his one and only novel has been a large part of 
Rome’s literary and social circles and its seductive  nightlife, finds himself facing a shock from his past as 
he turns sixty-five.  His change in lifestyle has him looking at the beautiful city with an entirely new 
perspective. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paolo_Sorrentino


 Langhe Doc (2012). An award winning documentary on food and wine production in Italy and the threats to 
tradition, culture, and lifestyle that are presented with development and urbanization of a region. 

 La mafia colpisce  solo d’estate (2014)” The Mafia Kills Only In Summer" by Pierfrancesco Diliberto (Pif), 
recently awarded as Best New Director at the David Di Donatello 2014, Nastri D’Argento Awards 2014: 
Winner Best Original Story, Best New Director Golden Globes Italy 2014: Best Screenplay .  Current 
Senate President Pietro Grasso referred to this film as the best film work on Mafia ever made. The author 
makes a “remarkable job negotiating the delicate balance between humor and heartrending emotion in his 
terrific directorial feature debut with a powerful message” 

 
 


