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Reading and Movies  
We do carry a portable library on tour, but you may also be interested in the following books. Be sure to check out 
the blog portion of our website at www.experienceplus.com/blog for additional suggestions and to read reviews. 
 

Guidebooks 
We recommend any of the standard, current guidebooks such as Fodor’s, Frommer’s, Lonely Planet, or Rick Steves. 
The regional Michelin “Green Guides” are personal favorites and probably the best available sources for historical 
and geographical information. We like the Cadogan Guide series for how they're written and for fun historic 
anecdotes. Some of these may be out of print so don't use them for hotels, or restaurants but are fine as general 
guides.   
 
For encyclopedic history and art, the "Blue Guide" series of guidebooks are the best. This series began with the 
famous 19th century German guidebook publisher, Baedeker. Findlay Muirhead, the English-language editor for 
Baedeker, launched this series when World War I made it politically incorrect to continue to publish a German 
guidebook. Muirhead came up with the "blue" part of this series to distinguish it from the red-covered Baedeker and 
its English competitor, Murray's Handbooks for Travelers (which also had a red cover). To this day, the Blue Guide 
continues to be almost encyclopedic in its coverage. These guides are available in a number of editions by region or 
by city.  
 
Literature on the Czech Republic  

 The Coasts of Bohemia: A Czech History by Derek Sayer 

 A History of the Czech Lands by Jaroslav Panek 

 Prague: A Cultural and Literary History (Cities of the Imagination) by Richard D. E. Burton 

 Prague in Danger: The Years of German Occupation, 1939-45: Memories and History, Terror and Resistance, 
Theater and Jazz, Film and Poetry, Politics and War by Peter Demetz 

 
Literature on Cycling 

 The Cyclist's Training Bible by Joe Friel. 

 Miles from Nowhere by Barbara Savage. One of the best-written bicycle adventure stories available. Bicycling 
Magazine regularly carries articles on training and technique. Visit your local library on a Sunday afternoon and 
peruse their collection. 

 Effective Cycling by John Foresters. Tells you everything you could possibly need to know and more, including 
safety, maintenance, technique and the physiology of cycling. 

 
Movies About or Set in the Czech Republic or by Czech Filmmakers That We Have Enjoyed 
 The Shop on Main Street (Obchod na korze) – 1965 Slovakia.  Academy Award best foreign language film 

winner. During the World War II expulsion of Jews, a mild mannered carpenter takes over a sewing notions store 
run by an elderly senile Jewish woman that tends to live sheltered from the current political climate. Believing 
him to be her nephew and with financial support from the Jewish community the situation works until the 
“nephew” must make a decision to hide or turn in the old woman.   

 Closely Watched Trains (Ostře sledované vlaky) – 1966 Czechoslovakia. Academy Award best foreign language 
film winner. Set during World War II, this is a coming-of-age story of a young boy that works at a train station in 
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Czechoslovakia. It combines humor and sadness with the relationships of the characters in their rural setting and 
busy small train station. 

 Loves of a Blonde (also titled A Blonde in Love). – 1965 Czechoslovakia. A working-class woman from a factory 
town sleeps musician from Prague but when she leaves home for the big city she finds that he is not interested. 

 The Firemen’s Ball – 1967 Czechoslovakia.  The volunteer fire department of a small town organizes and annual 
ball featuring a lottery and an beauty contest.  Whatever can go wrong does in this comedy film in which the 
fireman are portrayed by actual firefighters and not actors. 

 


